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BEST	  PRACTICE	  @	  NSGHS	  



NORTH	  SYDNEY	  GIRLS	  HIGH	  
SCHOOL	  BACKGROUND	  
• Selective	  school	  =	  self	  
motivated,	  high	  achievers	  
• Visual	  Arts	  has	  a	  high	  profile	  
due	  to	  HSC	  results,	  constant	  
PR,	  promotion	  and	  staff	  
commitment	  	  
• Relatively	  strong	  elective	  
numbers	  for	  this	  type	  of	  
school,	  with	  a	  high	  NESB	  
clientele	  



NORTH	  SYDNEY	  GIRLS	  HIGH	  
SCHOOL	  BACKGROUND	  
• Good	  facilities	  with	  3	  out	  of	  
5	  Year	  7,	  8	  &	  9	  classes	  with	  
their	  own	  personal	  laptops,	  5	  
large	  computer	  rooms,	  multi	  
media	  room,	  3	  full	  VA	  rooms,	  
resource	  room	  (with	  colour	  
photocopier),	  wet	  darkroom,	  
VA	  computer	  kiosk	  –	  10	  Mac	  
computers	  and	  large	  Epson	  
printer	  





SUPPORTIVE	  
STAFF	  @	  Yr	  7	  
Wonderland	  
Day	  2009	  



•  Head	  Teacher	  and	  Student	  
Teacher	  interests	  should	  align	  -‐	  
both	  working	  towards	  common	  
goal	  

•  Consider	  the	  expertise	  of	  the	  
student	  a	  major	  factor	  –	  usually	  
worked	  out	  before	  placement	  

•  Thorough	  documentation	  –	  
previous	  examples	  to	  use	  as	  a	  
guide	  

•  Should	  be	  able	  to	  be	  used	  again	  
so	  “product”	  is	  good	  quality	  

•  Generally	  done	  with	  a	  Year	  9	  
Digital	  Media	  class	  

•  Expectation	  of	  strong	  success	  
and	  public	  presentation	  

•  Must	  be	  inline	  with	  VA	  Faculty	  
“values”	  and	  aspirations	  =	  
negotiation	  on	  a	  number	  of	  
levels	  	  	  

PARAMETERS	  OF	  THE	  AECP	  AT	  NSGHS 



ABOUT	  THE	  SMOKE	  &	  MIRRORS	  AECP	  

Programs	  that	  are	  tailored	  to	  the	  specific	  clientele	  are	  the	  most	  
successful	  

• Was	  to	  be	  done	  with	  Year	  9	  Digital	  Media	  class	  
• Was	  to	  be	  designed	  to	  introduce	  new	  skills	  
• Essential	  that	  it	  was	  a	  sequenced	  set	  of	  related	  “exercises”	  
• Essential	  that	  there	  was	  a	  high	  impact	  finale	  
• Art	  historical/art	  critical	  sections	  were	  to	  be	  related	  
• Had	  to	  be	  compiled	  in	  OneNote	  	  



CONTACT DETAILS 
Karen Profilio 
Head Teacher Creative Arts 
North Sydney Girls High School 
karen.profilio@det.nsw.edu.au 
Phone: 9922 6666 
Fax:      9957 5098 



COFA 
-  minimum 5 week UOW (10hr face face). 13 week practicum 

NSGHS 
- yr 9  Photographic & Digital Media (PDM) 
- PCs 
- OneNote 
- uphold academic standard 

PDM 
-  closely aligned to VA syllabus (Conceptual FW, Practice, Frames) 
-  technology focus 
-  forms (still, interactive, moving) vs. 2D, 3D, 4D. 	  
Students	  
-  15 students 
-  computer literate 
-  exposure to Photoshop & Film	  

Requirements 



fun… interactive… thematically different… 

UNIT OF WORK 

-  8 Weeks 

-   4 Student Tasks  
-  Surrealist Stop Motion 
-  Dreamist Diary 
-  Dreamscape 
-  Surrealist Swap 

-  Photoshop & Stop Motion Animation  

-  Surrealist grounding  



Surrealist Stop Motion 
TASK 

- Choose surrealist painting 

- Animate using Photoshop & Premiere            
  Elements 

- Informal task 

- Assessment for learning, 10% 




















